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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Detailed Action 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Konishi et al (US 
6,172,840). 

3. Regarding Claim 1, Konishi et al shows (Figs. 7,8,34) a magnetic recording and 
reproduction apparatus, comprising: a pivotable arm section (53); an arm pivoting center shaft 
(54) for supporting the pivoting center of the arm section a capstan section (50) for driving a 
magnetic tape so as to run a pinch roller (55) provided on the arm section for pressing the 
magnetic tape to the capstan section; and an extendable and compressible section (57) extendable 
so as to be wound around the arm pivoting center shaft in accordance with the pivoting of the 
arm section and compressible so as to retract from the arm pivoting center shaft in accordance 
with the pivoting of the arm section. 

4. Regarding Claim 2, Konishi et al shows (Figs. 7,8,34) a magnetic recording and 
reproduction apparatus, further comprising a pressure-contact section provided on the pivoting 
center of the arm section, the pressure-contact section (58) being pressure-contactable to the arm 
section so as to press the magnetic tape to the capstan section (50), wherein the extendable and 
compressible section is extendable so as to be wound around the pressure-contact section in 
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accordance with the pivoting of the arm section and is uncompressible so as to retract from the 
pressure-contact section in accordance with the pivoting of the arm section. 

5. Regarding Claim 3, Konishi et al shows (Figs. 7,8,34) a magnetic recording and 
reproduction apparatus, further comprising a chassis section (8) accommodating the arm pivoting 
center shaft (54), wherein one end of the extendable and compressible section is connected to the 
chassis section and another end of the extendable and compressible section is connected to the 
arm section. 

6. Regarding Claim 4, Konishi et al shows (Figs. 7,8,34) a magnetic recording and 
reproduction apparatus, wherein the extendable and compressible section (57) exerts a force on 
the arm section for pulling the arm section (53) in such a direction as to separate the pinch roller 
(55) away from the capstan (50). 

7. Regarding Claim 5, Konishi et al shows (Figs. 7,8,34) a magnetic recording and 
reproduction apparatus, wherein the extendable and compressible section is a tension coil spring 
(57), and the pressure-contact section is a twisted coil spring (58). 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark Blouin whose telephone number is 571-272-7583. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:00 to 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Nguyen, can be reached on 571-272-7579. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Mark Blouin 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2627 
August 24, 2006 



